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BOUCHAIN: 
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DIALOGUE 


Between the Late 


- Medley and Examiner. 


Medley. E LL met, my Friend: Who 
\ A } would have expected the 
firſt Good News ſhould 
| come from Flanders? | give 
you joy of the Sarrender of Bouchain. 

Examiner. Surrender of Bovchain ! what 
Fo thou mean man? I don't believe a word 
OT It, 

Medl. No! where in God's name have you 
lived of late? There arriv'd an Expreſs with 
this welcome News laſt night. 

- A 2 Exam. 
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Exam. Why, when 1 laid down my Paper, 
I retir'd from the Town and Politicks toge- 


ther; and I came hack but yeſterday. Yet I 


am not, by your fayour, ſo ill a Judg of News, 
as to believe what you tell me: Beſides, I 
have ſeen ſome Friends this morning, who 
{aid nothing of it; and the Diſcontent that 
I obſerv'd in their Countenances, I thought 
was occaſion'd only by the general Fall of the 
Stocks. 

Medl. That was not all their reaſon for 
it : | know what ſtamp your Friends are of; 
and ſure you won't diſpute Matter of Fact. 

Exam. I will diſpute and maintain to the 
laſt {for I had it from good hands) that the 
D. of AM. had no deſign to do any thing this 
Campaign, if he cou'd ; being reſolv'd that 
no Affairs ſhall ſucceed now, if he can help it. 
You have not, I preſume, forgot my Exami- 
ner of Anthony and Fulvia : There I have 
ſhewn you, that Anthony lets his Laurels wi- 


ther, and intends to ſacrifice the Intereſt of- 


the Publick to his own. *Tis one of my beſt 
Papers, and was very well receiv'd. 

Medl. True, my Friend, I don't forget 
that curious Piece, no more than your Craſſus 
and your Cariline: but, ſure, calling names 
proves nothing. For my part, how much ſo- 
ever the D. of M. may have been diſguſted, 
(for which, it muſt be own'd, he has had ſuf- 
ficient reaſon) I was always perſuaded, the 
Intereſt of his Queen and Country wou'd 
with him outweigh all private Reſentments : 
and what he has now done, has proy'd I made 
a right judgment of him, 


Exam. 
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Exam. But yet he can't do Impoſſibilities: 
And 1 had ſeveral reaſons to think it was 
impoſſible he ſhould take any Town this year, 
tho he had been ever ſo well diſpos'd to it. 

Medl. Pray be ſo kind to tell me thoſe 
reaſons. 10 

Exam. Firſt then you may remember, be- 
fore the Campaign began, a certain Man in a 
great Office, who no doubt had Authority 
for what he ſaid, declar'd publickly, That 
nothing would be done this year in Flanders; 
that we cou'd there be only on the Defen- 
ſive; and that Savoy was all our Hopes; or 
to that purpoſe, And what is more re- 
markable, this was ſaid before the Emperor's 
Death, which has made fo great an akera- 
tion for the worſe in all Affairs abroad, 

Medl. Tis true, my Friend, I remember 
ſuch a thing was ſaid; and by the way | 
think ſo frank a Declaration was a little im- 
politick, ſince the D. of 's Friends wou'd 
have been ſure to remember it in his Vindica- 
tion, if nothing had been done, But I will 
own to you, there was at that time reaſon 
enough to fear the worſt, it being impoſſible 
for want of Mony at the beginuing of the 
Year to have ſufficient Magazines on the Fron- 
tiers, for taking the field ſo ſoon as the D. of 
AM. intended; and that failing, *rwas not 
very probable he ſhou'd be able to force the 
Enemy's Lines, after they were once ig the 
field. But there was ſtill ſome hopes that 
what cou'd not be forc'd, might be ſurpriz'd ; 
and this the Event has ſhewn, 

Exam. But with ſubmiſſion, Mr, Medley, 
there were other reaſons for thinking that 


nothing 
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nothing con'd' be done. Tho Magazines had 

been ready, our Friends were made believe there 
were not Troops enow left this year in Han- 

ders to undertake any thing againſt ſo nu- 5 

merous an Army as the French brought into , 

the Field. What with the Troops deſign'd 4 

for the Neutrality, thoſe ſent to the Weſt- 

Indies with Mr. Hil, the Garifons put intb 

the Towns taken laſt Year, the Weakneſs of 

ſome Battalions that were not able to take 

the field, and the ill Recruit of the Army in 

general this year; theſe things made ſo great 

a difference between this Campaign and the 

laſt, that we were all aſſur'd nothing cou'd 

be expected from it, and were made perfectly ] 

eaſy upon that Subject. = 

Medl. All this, my Friend, I can readily q 

believe; and you know what it was that diſ- 
courag'd our Allies, and occaſion'd our Ar- 

my's being recruited no better. | 

Exam. Ay, I know all that well enough: 

but ſtill 1 ſay, that as no great Succeſs cou'd 
be expected from the ſituation Affairs were 
in before the Emperor's death, ſo it was rea- 
ſonably concluded that this unexpected Ac- 
cident wou'd have put all things quite to a 
ſtand this whole Campaign. For it cou'd not 
be thought that the Allies, the Imperial 
Court eſpecially, wou'd be for venturing any 
thing, while ſo great an Affair as the Election 
of an Emperor was depending, Beſides, that 
Accident made another great Change in our 
Affairs: it carry'd away the Imperial Troops 
from Flanders to defend the Empire, and 
Prince Eugene with them: And we have all 
been taught to believe that the D. of A. * 
Jain. 0 


(>) | 


do nothing without thoſe Troops, and the 
aſſiſtance of that great General. 


Medl. All the World ſees plainly Wat 


you and your Party mean by crying up fo 
violently Prince Eugene in oppoſition to the 
D. of A. *tis not we are ſure out of any 
Love to the Prince, but to create a ſea- 
louſy if you could between theſe two great 
Men; becauſe while they continue ſo intirel 
united as they arc, you won't eaſily by an ill 
War find a pretext for an ill Peace. But as 
theſe two Generals ſee both of them into your 
- Artifices, all your endeavours to diſunite them, 
will be to no purpoſe. If this were not your 
deſign, 'tis impoſſible your Friends and you 
could attempt to impoſe ſo grofly on Man- 
kind, as to make them believe the D, of A. 
can do nothing when Prince Eugene is not 
with him. Sure you think the good People 
of England have very ſhort Memories, that 
they have forgot already the March to Bava- 
ria, the Battle of Schellemberg, the paſſage of 
the Lines in Brabant, and all the Wonders of 
the Ramillies Campaign. What then can be 
more ridiculous, than to proven that what 
theſe two Generals have for theſe three laſt 
Years done in conjunction, are the Actions 
of one only? This therefore I preſume ought 
to paſs for mere Calumny, and deſerves no 
ether anſwer. But how, ſay you, cou'd the 
D. of M. do any thing conſiderable, when ſo 
many Troops were taken from him? This 
I own has ſome weight in it. But hear a lit- 
tle, and you will be of another Mind : The 
want of theſe Troops, *tis certain, was a ve- 
ry -great diſadvantage to us, and their lea- 
ving 
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ving vs was a proof how much the Death of 
the Emperor has for the preſent chang'd the 
Poſture of Affairs. Before, we govern'd the 
Motions of the French, and oblig'd them to 
bring Troops from the Rhine to Flanders ; but 
now they govern ours, and force us to ſend 
Troops from hence to defend our Friends on 
the Rhine. And by this means, tis certain, 


our Army is weaker than it was laſt Year, by - 


the whole number of Troops that a great 
Siege would take up; and thoſe our Army 
now conſiſts of, are not ſufficient to make the 
Siege of a large place, and cover fit at the 
ſame time. What you urge therefore, is a 
very good Argument to ſhew why the D. of 
M. did not beſiege Arras or Cambray; but it 
does not hold as to the Siege of Bouchain, 
becauſe that is a little Place: And as it ſeems 
to be the only Town of Conſequence that he 
cou'd attack in his preſent Circumſtances, 
ſo he has done it, with a Succeſs peculiar ro 
himſelf. 

Exam. But to ſhew you ſtill how impro- 
bable your News is, if you look into your 
Map, you will ſee, that Bouchain, tho it be 
but a little place, is very ſtrongly ſituated, 
and fo well cover'd both by Nature and Art, 
as to make it almoſt impoſlible to come before 
it, For it ſtands upon the falling of the Senſet 
into the Schelde; and the Paſſages of both 
theſe Rivers are extreamly difficult, the French 
having been theſe two Years endeavouring to 
make the paſſing them impracticable. 

The Senſet, I'm told, has but two or three 
Paſſes upon it, which are by Cauſe-ways 
made thro great Moraſſes, and over a great 
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number of Bridges; and theſe Moraſſes have 
been eucreaſed, by turning the Water of the 
Scarpe out of its proper Channel to enlarge 
them. So that if the French do but ſpoil the 
Cauſe-ways, and break down their Bridges, 
a handful of Men might ſtop an Army; and 
theſe Precautions I ſhou'd have thought they 
would have endeavour'd to take, as ſoon as 
any danger appear'd. Then for the Schelde, 
the Ground is a Bog on both ſides, from Bou- 
chain to Valenciemes; and great Inundations 
have been made both this and laſt Year, to 
render the Approaches more difficult. And 
little Banks have been thrown up all along 
the ſides of the River, to hinder the Water 
of the Inundations from running off, ſo that 
there is no coming at the River to lay Bridges 
over it; and beſides, tis cover'd by a ſtrong 
Line. Which way now does it ſeem poſſible 
to make the Siege of a place in ſuch a Situa- 
tion? Or if the Experiment was to be made, 
why was it not done, when they lay ſo long at 
Le Ward, when they were within a League or 
two of the place, and the Imperial Troops 
and Prince Eugene with them? I underſtand 
the Plan of the Country a little better, than 
to think Aire the Road to Bouchain; and I 
am ſure, the laſt Letters we had, before I 
went out of Town, left our Army ia that 
Neighbourhood. fg 4 My 

Medl. Very well, 1 won't diſpute a tittle of 
what you have faid ; but you muſt pardon me, 
if 1 can't allow your Inference. *Tis very 
true, that Bouchazn is cover'd as you have de- 
ſerib'd it, and it is ſtrongly fortify'd; and 

dur Army was, as you ſay, in the Neigh» 
4 B bour hood 
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bourhood of Aire, when you were pleagd to 
make the civil Compariſon of the D. of J. 
and his Dutcheſs to Anthony and Fulvia. But 
at that very time, the Man you and your 
Party us'd in ſo ſcandalous a manner, (for ! 
am ſenſible the uſage you gave him was not 
wholly from your felt) at that very time, I 
ſay; the D. of M. was forming the deſign, he 
has ſince ſo happily executed, of paſſing theſe 
formidable Lines. Sure you retir'd into a 
ſtrange Corner of the World, to know no- 
thing of what our Army has been doing ſince 
you left the Town. 

Exam. To tell you the Truth, I have been 
paſſing away the time in a ſnug quiet Corner, 
almoſt an hundred Miles from Town, with 
two or three Tory Squires, to whom my Pa- 
pers had made*me very welcome: they ne- 
ver trouble themſelves with Politicks ; and 
except the Repreſentations of the two Hou- 
Fes, 1 don't remember I ſa one fingle Print 
with them beſides my own; and I did not 
find they knew any thing freſher than the 
French Army's: retaking the Poſt of Arlenæx 
from us. And upon this they would be very 
merry over à bottle of October, in which 
good Liquor web uſed to remember often the 


Queen, and the Church, and one more. $0 


that I at in truth a perfect ſtranger to all that 
has been done abroad of late. But ſince: you 
pretend te be fo well acquainted/withn what 
has paſt, let me know how the D. of A. 
has been able to do the great things you tell 
me of; which, I muſt own, are to me very ſur- 
priſiug. For when left the Town, his Ar- 
my was not only march'd towards Aire, but 

| the 
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the French were threatning to invade Brabant 
with a good 'Body of Troops; and it was 
more likely our Army would have march'd 
back to cover Bruxelles, than have advanc'd 
towards the French Lines. * 

Aedl. True, that was the Situation our 
Affairs were in, when you ſay you left the 
Town. But there are two ways of covering 
a Country from an Enemy, one by following 
them into that Country, the other by ad- 
vancing into theirs, - The firſt of theſe ways, 
Fear naturally prompts to, and ſome puny 
Genius's would no doubt have taken it: but 
that is not the D. of 14's manner; he goes a 
ſhorter way to work, and inſtead of march- 
ing back twenty or thirty Leagues to eat up 
our own Country, he took the Noble and 
Bold part of advancing four or five Leagues 
iato the Enemy's. 

Exam, You raiſe my Curioſity very much, 
pray let me hear the Conduct of this whole 
Affair. You can't oblige me more. | 

Medl. With all my Heart; I am very rea- 
dy to oblige you on ſo good a Subject. 1 
have a Map in my Pocket, upon which I will 
explain the whole to you, as. diſtinctly as I 
can, in the very words, and to fave trouble, 
in the Perſon of my Correſpondent, who is 


upon the Spot, and tranſmits to me from time 


to time a very particular and exact Account 
of what paſſes in the Army. You muſt know 
then, that upon Mareſchal Villars's making 


ſo great a Detachment towards Brabant, the 
'Pvof” M. thought it a proper opportunity to 
execute a Scheme he had been ſome time form- 
ing, to paſs the Lines: And thereupon im- 
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6432.) 
mediately reſoly'd to eine towards thoſe 
between Arras and Hedin, as if he meant in 
earneſt to attack them. After two little 
Marches, our Army came almoſt in ſight of 
the Enemy; Monſieur Pillars immediately 
took the Alarm, brought his Army to tle 
Right of Aras, put Troops into Hedm, vis 
fited again and again all the Poſts upon the 
Canche, repair'd his Lines, and plac'd on them 
1 numerous Artillery, and in fine did every 
thing that cou'd make the Attack of them 
impracticable. The D. of AM. to keep up 
this good Diſpoſition of the Mareſchal, and 
improve the Alarm he had taken, the next day 
after he came to Viler-Brulin (Which was 
the Camp our ſecond March brought us to) 
went out very early, attended by moſt of the 
Generals, with all the Grenadiers of the Ar- 
my, and two thouſand Horſe, to take a nea- 
rer View of the Lines, and of the Situation 
the Enemy were in; and the day before Or- 
ders had been given for a great number of 
Faſcines to be made, but with ſtrict Charge 
that they ſhou'd not exceed the length of four 


fdot, that they might not tire the Foot too 


much to carry them. The Ways in the mean 
time were making for the Army to advance 
in eight Columns, and our light Baggage was 
order'd to draw vp behind the Eghiſb Artil- 
lery, which was in the Right, the heavy Bag- 


gage having been ſent away before. This 
was Auguſt 4- and the Grimace was carry'd 
on ſo well, that our @wn Generals had not 
the leaſt thought that any thing elſe was 
meant, but that the Lines wou'd be attack'd 
next Morning. © Theſe Amufements had fo 
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good an effect on the Mareſchal, that he kept 
bis Troops under Arms Night and Day, and 
reiaforc'd them with all the ſtrength he cou'd 
poſlibly draw to that ſide, not leaving a Man 
in the Poſts he had upon the Senſet. 

Exam. | You ſurprize me extremely with 
this Relation; but Pray go on. 

Medl, While theſe Diſpoſitions were mak- 
ing to attack thoſe Lines, as if that had been 
the D. of M's real Deſign, the Event will 
ſhew you he intended nothing leſs. He had 
two days before diſpatch'd ſecret Inſtructions 
to the Governors of Liſle, Toaurnay, and o- 
ther Gariſons, to ſend ſuch and ſuch Troops 
to Pont a Rache, to be there without fail the 
4th at four ia the Afternoon; where the 
were. join'd by the Gariſon of Douay, whic 
had been reinforc'd to ten Battalions of good 
Troops with this view, When we left Je 
Ward. Theſe Troops, with four Battalions 
that had been ſeat from the Army as an Eſ- 
corte to the heavy Baggage, made together a 
Body of twenty three Battalions and ſeven- 
teen Squadrons, which the good Mareſchal 
did not at all dream of. The ſame. day Mr. 


Cadeg an left the Army privately, and re- 


pair q to Deuay, to concert with Monſieur 

ſch the Governor, who had the Com- 
od of theſe Troops, their March, and eve- 
ry. Thing that was neceſſary for the intended 
Enterprize, In the mean time the Army were 
expecting Orders to. march, which were not 
given out; till ſix in the Evening. The March 
was to begin between eight and nine, that is, 


as ſoon as it was dark enough to ſtrike our 


Tents without being diſcayer'd by the we 
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my; but whether to the Right or Left was 
not known till the March began: only we 
were told, that the ſeyeral Columns the Ar- 
my was to march in, ſhou'd find an Officer at 
the Head of each of them at ſuch an hour, 
that ſnou'd lead them the way they were to 
take when the hour was come. But it was a 
great Surprize to every body to find they 
were led to the Left, inſtead of marching to 
the Right, which we all firmly expected. 
Exam. I muſt own this was well- laid: But ! 
beg pardon for interrupting you. 
Medi. The D. of AM. haſten'd, before the 
reſt of the Army, with fifty Squadrons to ſuſ- 
tain the Troops under Monſieur Hompeſch; 
and about five next Morning paſt the Scarpe at 
Vitry, where an Aid-du-Camp of Mr. Cado- 
gan's brought him the agreeable News that 
thoſe Troops had paſgd the Serſer at Arleux 
and Bac au Bincheu without any oppoſition, 
and that they were repairing with all diligence 
the Bridges at each Paſs, which the French, 
when they withdrew their Troops, had broken 
down. The D. of A. preſs'd his March to 
join them, and about ten of the Clock good 
part of his Horſe were over the Senſet; which, 
with the Troops that had (paſt before, his 
Grace immediately form'd into a' Line near 
Oiſy, to receive the Enemy, who had notice 
of oar Motions about Midnight, and as ſoon 
as it was light we could fee them in full march 
towards us. The D. of M. had not been long 
over, before the Mareſchal appear'd at the 
head of about twenty Squadrons, on this ſide 
Ii arquian, about half a League from us: Up- 
on which his Grace immediately advanc'd 9 
Wards 


( 15) 
wards Mm; bat the Mareſchal ſeeing himſelf 
not in à condition to engage us, he threw a 
hundred Men into Oiſy, without any view or 
purpoſe, and retir'd with the reſt thro the 
Defile of Marquion, and there encamp'd, hav- 
ing the Moraſs of Inchy and a Rivuſtt before 
him. While this paſt on the Senſteg our Ar- 
my march'd with extreme Diligence and 
Chearfulneſs ; and by favour of at very fine 
Night, very unlike that before it, or that 
which followꝰd it, they made a March of near 
eleven Leagues without halting, ant began to 
paaſs the Scarpe eatly in the Morning, and were 
all over the Senſet before Midnight: which, 
conſidering the length of the March, the De- 
- files and Rivers they were to paſs, is hardly 
credible.” And thus theſe formidable Lines 
were paſs d without ſtriking a blow, or the 
loſs of one Man; and you may depend upon 
the truth of this account, for I have it from a 
very good han. mb 28:41; 
Exam. This is Generalſhip indeed: But 
pray proceed, for I am in pain to know what 
- follow d/ next day; I ſhould think the French 
and we could not part without blows, and yet 
you don't tell me, there has been any Action. 
Medi. Iwill tell you, my Friend, what fol- 
lo d, going on ſtill in the Perſon of my Cor- 
reſpondent. Monſieur Villars having threaten'd 
to attack us next Morning, the Iroops were 
accordingly order'd to be in readineſs, and by 
break of day the D. of A. was abroad himſelf 
to view the Situation of the Enemy, and ob- 
ſerve their Motions. In the mean time a 
Camp was mark'd out for the Army between 
Oißy and the Scheide; but the Enemy, u 
S - a 0 
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of attacking us, appear'd about nii e a Clock 
to be upon their March towards — and 
therefore the next thing to be confider'd was, 
whether we could nat attack them. But be- 
ſides the great Fatigue of our Troops, and 
the Co ſo violent a March had put them 
into, upon examining the Ground, and. how 
the Enemy were cover d, the D. of A. judg d 
it to be impracticable to attack them, and all 
the Generals with him were of the {ame O- 
pinion; for tis not three from Mar- 
quien to Cambray, and their March to J 
was cover d by a large Morafs, then wit 
the Villages of S«iby aud Lalisconrr, and after 
that by a great Hollow · way quite to Cambray - 
So that if the D. of A.. try d to attack 
the Mareſchal, it had been to no purpoſe 
But that would not have been the worſt of it 
while we had amus'd our - felves about a vain 
Attack, we ſhow'd infallibly have loſt a real 
Advantage; for we cou'd not have paſfd the 
Schelde at all, if we had given them time to 
paſs before us; for they would no doubt have 
taken the Camp we are in, and then no part 
had been left us but to give up the Advan- 
tage we had gain'd, and go back as we came. 


We muſt have made as much hafte out of the 


Lines as we did into them, or at leaſt. muſt 
have left them, after having ſtaid three or 
font days to eat up the little Forage: that 
Camp won'd have afforded: and if we had 
ventur d to engage the French, nothing cod 


hate been more fatal than a Misfortune in 


that Situation; for there had been no poſſibi- 


lity for us to make good our Retreat, beiag 
 bem'd in with Rivers every way, and not 
. a Maſters 
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Maſters of one good Poſt in any of them. 
This being the State of Things, the D. of A. 
took the only right part that was left, which 
was to paſs the Sciuide before the French were 
in à condition to binder it, which Wwe began 
to do about fix that Evening near — c O 
of the Bridges we us d on this occaſion the 
French had made ready to our bands, which 
we ſecur d upon our. coming into the Lines. 
The Night, after a very fine day, Proving 
wet and dark, it made the paſſing very diſſi- 
cult and tedious; however by next Mornin 
the Army were all over, and the Rear - Guard 
came in ſafe without any diſturbance from the 
Enemy, the Mareſchal making no Motion 
till we were paſt 3 and then be march'd into 
the Ground we had left, and put himſelf be- 
tween Cambray and Oi). Thus you fee the 
Scbelde paſt as well as the Senſet, with as much 
Haſe as if no Enemy had been within twenty 
Leagues of us. 
"Exam. So far is very well: l'm glad to ſee 
you ſafe over, and I can't beſo partial to my 
Fellow. Labourer Abel, to think he was in 
the right when he cad this a Blander, as 1 
any thing fo groſs cou'd paſs upon the World. 
But I Want. mightily to know what follow'd; 
for ſure a ſuperior Army cou'd not be con- 
tent to do nothing, and let you move as you 
Pleas d. I ſhow'd, think, if the French had 
put themſelves between you and Douay, you 
coud not have maintain'd your ſelves long in 
that Ground, or been able to ſubſiſt. 

Meal. You will fee by what follows, that 
to maintain our Ground, and preſerve our 

Communication with Dovay, was an eaſy Bu- 
| | C ſineſs, 
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ſineſs, compar'd with ſome other Difficulties 
you don't think of. Our Army having paſyd 
the Schelde, encamp'd with the Right at {voy, / 
extending from thence to aſpre; from thence 
it ran along the Serre to Neuville near Fou- 
chain, which Town was intended to be be- 
lieg'd. But before we oouꝰd think of inveſt» 
ing the Place, it was neceſſary to make a good 
Communication with the other ſide of the 
River, below the Town; which was no very 
eaſy thing, the French having, as you ob- 
ſerv'd before; ſpoil'd the Approaches to the 
Lower Schelde by Inundations on each ſide. 
This therefore was our firſt! Care, to make 
Bridges, and make good the Ways to them. 
While this was doing, we were alſo imploy'd 
in taking care of our heavy Baggage, which 
we had Advice the Enemy threaten'd to in- 
tercept; and in ſecuring our Convoys of 
Bread, which the Army began to be in 
great want of. This found us Work for 
two or three days; and notwithſtanding the 
Endeavours of the Enemy, both Bread and 
Baggage arriv'd ſafe the 8th and gth. At the 
{ame time the Troops were nam'd that were 
to make the Siege, being thirty Buttalions and 
twelve Squadrons, under the Command of 
General Feel; which with another Body of 
twenty Battalions and forty Squadrons, com- 
manded by Monſieur Dorf, paſs'd the Lower / 
Schelde the th at night: and if it ſhou'd be 
thought neceſſary, they were to attack next 
morning ſome Troops which the Mareſchal 
had ſent over the Senſer at Vaſne- an- bac the 
8th, and which the D. of M. had Advice 
were cutrenching themſelves,” to the E- 
| 0 
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of thirty or "forty. Battalions; between that 
Place, Marquette and Wavrechin, to preſerve 
2 Communication with Bonchain, and hinder 
the Inveſtiture. For this, it ſeems, was the 
true Deſign of theſe Troops paſſing the Sen- 
ſet, which was thought at firſt to be with In- 
tention only to annoy our Convoys: And to 
make us more inclinable to think ſo, the Ma- 
reſchal had laid a great many Bridges over 
the Dyer Schelde below Cambray, to draw our 
Attention to that ſide; and on the 5th in rhe 
Evening he cannonaded, tho to very little pur- 
poſe; our Right; with a Battery of twenty 
Pieces from the heights near Etrun which we 
thought was done only to favour the putting 
ſome Troops and Neceſſaries into the Town, 
whieh we cou'd no Way prevent. But he was 
not, it ſeems, content with ſuch narrow 
Views, he proposgd nothing lefs to himſelf 
than effectually to hinder our inveſting the 
Der 2. got | 
"Exam, The Mareſchal, to my thinking, 
took the tight part; and when ſuch a num 
ber of Troops had entrench'd themſelves, 1 
don't ſee how you couꝰd either diſlodg them, 
or cut off their Communication with the 
Town; the Mareſchal having the String, and 
you the Bo, Which made it eafy for him to 
march either to the Right or Left a greater 
Body than you cou'd in the ſame time bring a- 
galnſt him, eſpecially conſidering how hard it 
muſt be for you to make a good Cammunica- 
tion between the two ſides of the Lower 
Schelde. 14505 mt 159 3. i6 
Meal. Theſe indeed are difficulties 1 but no- 
thing is too hard for ſucha Genius as the P. ot 
* C 2 M. 
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M. I have told you already, that a good Body of 
| Troops were order'd to paſs the lower Schelde 
I the ninth at Midnight, to attack the 8 
. Intrenchments next Morning, if it ſhould, be 
found neceſlary ; Which my Lord . was 
then inclined to think it was, and for that 
Reaſon join'd them himſelf by break of Day. 
But upon viewing well the- Situation of the 
Enemy, and the Iatrenchments they had 
made, it Was judged, that the tre a 

= inveſted without attacking, them. 
|? Exam. Pray go on, for I am very impatient 
| to know how this Matter ends, and what be- 
comes of the Efforts the Mareſchal wade to . 
hinder you. $ 
Aedl. Lill tel you; upon 27 Lord Ae ö 


| | marching ſuch a Number of Troops over the 
| lower Schelde, the Mareſchal moved at the ſame 
, time with his Army to the Right; aud about 
| nine in the Morning we diſcoyer'd his Troops, 
J both Horſe and Foot, paſſing the upper Schelde, 
| - over the Bridges he had made below Cambray. 
Þ The Alarm was immediately taken, that the 
j3 Enemy were marching down to poſſeſs them- 
'1 {elves of Toy, the Village that cover'd our 
1 Right, My Lord A. judging this to be a feint 
only in the Mareſchal co make us loſe time 


LD in the Inveſtiture, took no notice of the firſt, 
© - fecond or third Advices he receiy'd-of-it,! but 

= perſiſted in viewing the Ground, and giuing 
2 Directions for beginning the Ciroumvallation. 3 
1 But after ſome time fo many - Ajds-du-Camp ; 
4 came from the Generals of the Right, one up- 1 


on the back of another, that his Grace cauld 
no longer neglect the Advices They brought, 4 
bot was oblig'd to march back the Troops 


and 
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and make the neceſſary Di ſpoſitions to receive 
the Enemy. The Mareſchal having gain'd his 
point, and made us leave, the Work we were 
upon, about noon began to repaſs the Schelde; 
and there was an end of the Alarm. But to 
prevent the like another time, Redoubts at 
convenient diſtances along the Front, which 
had been order d before, were begun and per- 
fected with that diligence (the Front bei 
narrow, not above 6000'paces) that the * 
in the afternoon Cannon were put into them, 
and in a day or two more they were join'd by 
a good Line. Our Camp from Ivey to Haſpre 
being thus ſecur'd ,agaialt any ſudden Inſult, 
the 12th my Lord Ad. again attempted what 
he would have done the 10th z but the Enemy 
had made ſo much advantage of this Delay, 
and had carry'd their Intrenchments ſo far, 
that the difficulty of inveſting the Town was 
by this time very much increas d. For beſides 
the. Goodneſs of their Intrenchments, and 
the numerous Artillery they had plac'd on 
them, they had begun a Communication from 
Wavreehia towards the Town, which in all 
appearance might be finiſh'd before we could 
bring our Line forward enough to cut between 
them; and for attackiog their Iatrench- 
ments, that was not now to be thought of. 
There ſeem'd to be but one way to retrieve 
matters; Which was, to begin boldly our 
Line towards that end, between the Enem 
and the Town, contrary. to the uſual meth 
in ſuch caſes: according to which, we ſhould 
have begun our Line at the lower Schelde, and 
continu'd it from thence to the Senſet. But 
the caſe was too preſſing to admit of ep Fi 
Clay 3 
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delay; there was a neceſſity for puſhing mat- 
ters with the utmoſt Vigour, which made his 
Grace at laſt reſolve to have the Line begun 
about the middle, near Maſtin; that our Men 
might not be too much expos'd to the Fire, 
both of the lattenchmeats and the Town, at 
the ſame time. To inveſt a Place in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, and make ſuch a Siege in ſight of 
a ſuperiour Army, is an Enterpriſe few Ge- 
nerals, I believe, beſides my Lord A. would 
have dared to venture on; ſince after all the 
Vigour that could be ſhewn, the Succeſs could 
not but ſeem very doubtful. PDA HOODS > 
Exam. I will own to you, I ſhould not have 
had Courage enough to have thought ſuch an 
Attempt practicable. It ſeems to be {6 little 
a way from Wavrechin to the Town, that 1 
ſhould think the French in ſo much time might 
either have finiſt'd their Communication, or 
at leaſt have carry'd it ſo near to the Town, 
as to put it out of the power of our Line to 
hinder ir. And without that, as things then 
ſtood, ſure ĩt muſt be very difficult to make a 
Siege, when Jou are in a manner beſſeg'd 
your ſelves, and in reach of the Enemies 
Cannon on both ſides of ou... 
Medl. The carrying our Line between two 
Fires, is at firſt fight frightfol enough: hut 
the Situation of the Ground was ſo happy for 
us, that if our Line was not perfectly out of 
the reach of tWo Fires, it was but juſt with- 
in the reach of either; and for the gxeateſt 
part, a riſing Ground perfectly cover'd us 
rom the Fire of the Town. As to the reſt, 
you are not much in the wrong : *tis the ge- 
neral Opinion, the #tnc<h might have done 
10 more 
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more than they did; and what they did do, 
made the lnveſtiture ſeem impoſſible to almoſt 
every body, but the great and enterprizing 
Genius, you and your Party ate fo angry with. 
But as the taking of this Place is of great Con- 
ſequence for the Proſecution of the War, his 
Grace perſiſted in his Reſolution of trying 
what could be done: And having examin'd 
the Situation of the Enemy, and the Ap- 
proaches to the Place very well himſelf, gave 
Directions for beginning the Line, leaving 
the execution of it to Lieutenant General Ca- 
dog an, and under him to his Deputy Quarter- 
Maſter Colonel Armſtrong : The firſt has ſigna- 
liz'd himſelf thro the whole Courſe, of this 
War in ſo extraordinary a manner, by his 
great Abilities, uncommon Zeal; and incredi- 
ble application to the Buſineſs| of it, that no 
body can be a ſtranger to his Character and 
great Services; the other, Who wants no one 
good quality that can recommend a Soldier, 
tho of a lower Rank, has diſtinguiſh'd himſelf 

on many Occaſions, but never more than 
in this; the marking out the Line, and the 

whole Direction of it having, under Mr. Ca- 
dogan, lain chiefly upon him; in which he has 
ſucceeded , beyond any body's expectation. 

But to proceed ; the Reſolution for Inveſting 

the Place being taken, We went immediately 
to work, the French not offering, to diſturb 

us; only, that morning, there happen'd a lit- 
tle Skirmiſh between four of their Squadrons, 
and as many of ours, occaſion'd by the Ma- 
reſchal's coming to view what we were do- 

ing a little too near, at the head of a fe 
Huſlars; who being attack d by ſome from 


Our 
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our ſide, to cover the Mareſchal whom they 
thought too much expos'd, their Squadrons 
advanc'd towards us; but ours charg'd them 
with ſo much Bravery, that they were pre- 
ſently broke, and a Brigadier and ſeveral 
other Officers taken Priſoners, and the Ma- 
reſchat himſelf very narrowly eſcap'd. No 
other Action happening between the Enemy 
and us, both ſides purſu'd their Work, and 
it was. no ſmall Trial of Skill which ſhou'd 
prevent the other: On our fide we wrought 
night and day with the greateſt Diligence ; 
but the French were in great hopes they 
ſhou'd be too cunning for us, and to that 
end next day, the 13th, they began three 
Redoubts between Wavrechin and the Town; 
which if they con'd have maintain'd, they 
had gain'd their Point. But as theſe Re- 
doubts were not finiſn'd, a Diſpoſition 
was made for attacking them next morning 
early. Our Troops appear'd before them by 
break of day, and the D. of Ai. at the head 
of them with twenty Pieces of Cannon; 
which as ſoon as the Enemy ſaw, they aban- 
don'd their Redoubts, and retir'd back to 
their lutrenchments. This Succeſs very much 
alter'd the face of things, to the great ſatiſ- 
faction of the D. of Af. who has no time 
this War undergone fo continu'd a Fatigue 
as this Inveſtiture gave him. The Enemy 
retiring, there was nothing for the D. of A. 
to do but to preſs the carrying on our Line 
with all poſſible Diligence; Which was done 
with ſo good effect, that by night it was 
brought too near the Redoubts for the Enemy 
to think of retakigg them; and next Gays 

ene 
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the 15th; we took them into our Line, which 

by night was carry'd quite thro to the Sexſet. 
Exam. Then I iuppoſe all your Difficulties 
were over. * . „ ** 15 
Medi. We began indeed to be eaſy, as 
thinking the Work done; but it apptear'd the 
Enemy had ſtill another Project in reſerve, 
and ſeeing they cou'd not, after all the Pains 
they had taken, hinder the bringing our Line 
to the Senſet, they were trying to make a new 
Communication with the Town between the 
two Rivers, which is all a great Moraſs, or 
rather an Inundation, and is in moſt Places of 
a pretty good depth; but thro the middle of 
it there runs a little narrow way, call'd the 
Sentier de Vaches or Com- may, which you may 
ſee mark'd in ſome Maps. This way, which 
was never a good one, had been ſpoil'd of late 
by the Inundations they had made: But now, 
as a laſt Effort, they were at work both from 
Wavrechin and the Town to make it again in 
ſome degree - paſſable ; and the way is fo. coz 
ver'd with Willows and Ruſhes, that it was 
not eaſy to diſcover their Workmen, who 
with Faſcines had made a_Parapet from Tree 
to Tree all along to the Town. This cut us 
out new Work, when we concluded all was 
over; we thought it was very little that couꝰd 
this way be got into the Town: but having 
ſucceeded ſo well thus far, we were reſolv'd, 
that even this little ſhou'd not be left them. 
And the next Night; the 16th, being provided 
with a good number of Faſcines, we made 
Bridges over the Senſet below our Line, and o- 
ver the Schelde below Hordain, and from cach 
We began a Faſcinade into the Moraſs; and 
D next 

& 


„ — — 


Cas ) 
next day, the 17th, it was reſolv'd to attack 
a Poſt the Enemy had upon the Cow-way, of a- 
bout 200 Paces in length, and about 1000 from 
the Town, which was guarded by four Com- 
panies of Grenadiers, and ſuſtain'd by the Re- 
giment du Roy. In the Evening four handred 
Volunteer Grenadiers were appointed for this 
ſervice; who having receiv'd a Crown a Man, 
march'd up to their middle in Water 400 or 
520 Paces, with the greateſt Bravery and Re- 
ſolution: Upon their Approach the Enemy 
gave them one Fire, and retir*d without more 
Ceremony. Thus the Enemies laſt hopes were 
taken from them, without any loſs on our ſide, 
but two Men kilFd, and four or five wounded. 
When the French had abandon'd ſo advantage- 
ous a Poſt in ſo ſcandalous a manner, we had 
nothing to do but to continue our Faſcinades, 
and cover the Poſt we had taken from the Can- 
non of Wavrechin and the Town; which the 
Faſcines the Enemy left behind them enabl'd 
us to do effectually by next Morning. This 
was the laſt ſtruggle made in this great Affair; 
and on the Enemies part -a very feeble one. 
From this time we carry'd on our Faſcinades 
with great quietneſs, which in a day or two 
more were brought within 700 Paces from one 
to the other, and cover'd by good Redoubts, 
there being nothing between them but a large 
ſtanding Water : And that even this Reſource 
might not be left them, to ſteal into the Town 
any thing in the night time; the 3oth, upon 
advice that the Enemy were preparing anum- 
ber of little Barks on the Senſet with ſuch a de- 
ſign, the two Faſcinades were join'd by a Bridg 
which 1atirely fiaiſh'd the CE 
an 
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and left the Enemy not the leaſt room to put 
freſh Supplies of any kind into the Place. 

Exam. This Account of yours, Mr. Medley, 
you muſt give me leave to ſay, has very much 
the air of a Romance; and if it be true, tis 
ſure one of the moſt extraordinary Inveſtitures 
that ever was made: and as the Succeſs is 
greatly for the Honour of the D. of M. ſo it 
ſnews great Dexterity and Diligence in thoſe, 
who had the Direction of ſo difficult a Work. 
Pray what part did the Mareſchal take after 
this? did he make any Motion to diſturb your 
Convoys, or chuſe rather to attempt a Diver- 
ſion? Neither of which, methinks, cou'd be 
very difficult, conſidering he is at the head of 
ſo great an Army. 

Medl. You will be ſurpriz'd, my Friend, 
but I hope not ſorry, when I tell you he did 
neither. To diſturb our Convoys wou'd in- 
deed have been very much to his purpoſe, but 
the D. of Ai. took ſuch meaſures as put it out 
of his Power; for they did not come the direct 
way to us from Douay, but were brought firſt 
to Marchienne, and ſo far they were cover'd 
by the Scarpe, ang from thence to the Army 
they were ſecur'd by a Line we made from 
Maſtin by Abſcons to Sommain near Marchi- 
enne; and Abſcons ſtands ſo high that it com- 
mands all the Country, and nothing can ſtir 
but you ſeeſ it. By this means our Convoys 
came to us with all imaginable Safety ; for as 
this Line covers them from the Army of the 
Enemy, ſo from the Gariſon of Valenciennes 
they are defended by another Line, that goes 
from Denain on the Lower Schelde to Helemme 
in the Wood of Sr, Amand, a Line the Enemy 
3 ":, "my threw 
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threw up two Years ago during the Siege of 
Towrnzy, to prevent our making that Year the 
Sieve of Douay. The Security of our Convoys 
being thus provided for, we expected the 
Mureſchal wou'd leave the Camp he had lain 
in to ſo little Purpoſe, and make a Diverſion ; 
but to our great ſurprize he continu'd where 
he was. We expected every day he wou'd have 
put himſelf between Cambray and Oueſnoy, and 
fiom thence have made a Detachment into 
Brabant, or at leaſt, by that Situation, he 
wou'd have been no {mall check to us: And 
had he taken that Camp at firſt upon our paſ- 
ſing the Schelde, he wowd have made it very 
dimcult for us to get forage, without which 
the Siege cord not have been made. But the 
Mareſchal pieas'd himſelf with other Views, 
and wou'd fancy he cou'd raiſe the Siege; and 
therefore contenting himſelf with making 
ſome Detachments to reinforce the Gariſons of 
Lendrecy, Queſnoy and Valenciennes, he kept 
| ſtill che ſame Camp, not only till we broke 
Ground, and our great Convoy of Artillery 
| = and Ammaaition was arriv'd, but quite to the 
end of the Siege; and that he might not ſeem 
to do nothing, there was perpetually an Ap- 
pearance of ſome Project or other on the An- 
| vil: cutting Faſcines, making Batteries, and 
| marching Troops backwards and forwards,was 
almoſt every day's Diverſion. Yet all theſe 
Motions produc'd nothing but two unſucceſsful 
Attempts; one againſt our Siege, and. the o- 
ther againſt Douay the 31ſt. N 
The Mareſchal having made a Diſpoſition 
for attacking our Work in the Moraſs both 
from Wavrechin and from the ſide of Hordain, 
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a Detachment of their Grenadiers by the fa- 
vour of a dark and wet night had the good 
fortune to ſteal a Paſſage over the Schelde a 
little above Etrun; and without being diſco- 
ver'd by a Guard of 250 Men we had at a lit- 
tle diſtance, they march'd with great ſilence 
to attack the Troops we had at Hordain. But 
the D. of M. having over night ſent notice 
by Colonel Armſtrong to Lieutenant-General 
Fink, who commanded there, that he had ad- 
vice of the Enemies intending that night to 
attack our Communication, our Troops were 
ſo well upon their guard in all their Poſts, 
that the Attempt miſcarry'd almoſt as ſoon 
as it was begun; the Troops from Wavrechia 
were immediately repuls'd, and thoſe that 
had paſs'd near Etrun met with ſo good a Re- 
ception, that having loſt more of their own 
Men than they kill'd of ours, they were after 
a very little ſtay glad to return the way they 
came ; in which they would have found more 
difficulty than they did, had it been light 
enough for us to ſee which way to move. As 
it was, this deep Deſign had no other Conſe- 
quence, but to oblige us to the trouble of 
throwing up a Line from. Ive to Hordain, 
which was done in one night. 

A Week after this, Sepr. 7. the Mareſchal's 
ſecond Plot was ready for Execution. He had 
now taken a fancy to ſurprize Douay; and it 
was for this, it ſeems, the little Boats were 
prepar'd, which we thought were intended to 
diſturb our Siege. As this was a grand Pro- 
jet, Preparations were made for it accor- 
dingly; and forty or fifty Waggons were la- 
den with theſe Boats, Scaling-Ladders, _ 

other 
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other Inſtruments proper for the buſineſs. 
With theſe a Detachment of about ten thou- 
ſand Men paſs'd the Senſet, as ſoon as it was 
dark, at Arleux and Bac an Bencheu, com- 
manded by Monſieur Albergotti, the late Go- 
vernor of Douay ; and the Mareſchal was him- 
ſelf preſent, to animate the great Deſign. 
But about midnight they were diſcover'd, and 
the Governor had ſo early notice to be every 
where upon his guard, as the Enemy ſoon 
found _—_ their Approaches to the Works; 
which oblig'd them to return in no little haſte, 
for fear of being cut off in their Retreat by 
our Troops, who were ſome way on their 
march for that purpoſe; when they had ad- 
vice that the Enemy were gone, back from 
their fruitleſs Expedition, in wh#h all they 
did-was to leavea few of their Boats behind 
them in the Folles, and give a good number of 
their Men an opportunity to deſert into the 
Town. 

Thus all the Motions and Projects of the 
Mareſchal at the head of a Hundred Thou- 
{and Men, have ended in nothing but the 
crael Morrification of ſeeing the D. of . 
take a Place of ſo much conſequence in the 
midſt of their Gariſons, and I may ſay in the 
midſt of their Army, a ſuperiour Army, and 
ſo near to ours, that a Stranger would have 
thought them one; and when he had been 
told they were two, they were in appearance 
{> mix'd, that he could not have diſtinguiſh'd 
them from one another. And tho the Mareſ- 
chal was himſelf Maſter of the two Rivers, 
424 had rhe Paſſes of the Senſet and Schelde in 
1:15 z hands, yet what is it he has done? 

nothing 
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nothing but endeavour'd to make us uncaſi 

without hurting us; which you will allow, 
he might expe& to have done: for ſure ne- 
ver did Army make a Siege in ſuch a Situation, 
which expos'd them to ſuch conſtant Alarms, 
and oblig'd them tv be perpetually upon their 
guard in ſo many places at once; and yet in 
this Situation the D. of A. with an inferiour 
Army has wreſted from the Enemy a Place of 
very great importance: and to make the Con- 
queſt more glorious, the Mareſchal's Pretences 
to relieve the Place have only ſerv'd to make 
the Gariſon be loſt with it. That General 
having been ſo out-witred in this whole Af- 
fair, his Conduct is ſaid to have been cenſur'd, 
both at Paris and in the Army: but that is 
talk only. As the Mareſchal does his beſt, 
he has the comfort to think he ſhall keep his 
place in the King's Favour, as well as ſo many 
unſucceſsful Generals have done before him; 
and has no reaſon to apprehend any ſevere En- 
quiry into his Miſcarriages, which if they 
are not examined till the Misfortunes of 
1702, 3, 4, 57 6, 7 8, 9,& 10, are firſt look d 
into, he is ſure it won't come to his turn in 
haſte; and in the mean time, from the example 
of others, he may reaſonably expect new 
Marks of Favour from the King. 

After ſo many and ſuch great Difficulties 
overcome to inveſt Bouchain, thoſe we met 
with in the Siege of it are not worth naming, 
and therefore I ſhall not trouble you with the 
Particulars, but content my ſelf with telling 
you, that to leave the Mareſchal as little room 
as 1 for a Diverſion, the Siege was 
puſl'd- with more Vigour than any body ex- 


peed. 


29 

ed. The neceſſary Diſpoſitions being 
made, we broke'ground the 23d of Auguſt at 
three Attacks, two between the Senſet and 
the Lower Schelde; commanded by General 
Fagel, and under the Direction of Monſieur 
de Rocques; the third Attack was againſt the 
Lower Town, under the Command of Lieu- 
tenant-General Schwartzel, and directed by 
Monſieur Hertel. This Attack being inde- 
pendent on dhe other two, rais'd ſuch an 
Emulation, as had a very good effet in 
haſtening the Siege. The Batteries began to 
play at each Attack the 3oth, and after twen- 
ty days open Trenches, they beat the Cha- 
made; but not ſoon enough, it ſeems, to ob- 
tain any other Terms than to be Priſoners of 
War; which, after a great deal of reluctance, 
they at laſt ſubmitted to. The next morning a 
Gate was deliver'd up, and the'15th the Ga- 
riſon march'd out towards Holland, and muſt 
remain, till they are exchang'd, where ſo 
many of their Countrymen have been be- 
fore them. And now, my Friend, I hope, 
notwithſtanding your extreme Diffidence, 
and Poſitiveneſs that the D. of M. was 
neither able nor willing to do any thing 
this Campaign, you will be pleas'd to own 
that this Siege has been carry'd on with moſt 
extraordinary Conduct and Succeſs. 

Exam, Why Faith, 1 can't deny but the D. 
of M. has once more ſhewn himſelf a great 
General; and a Conqueſt made thro ſo many 
Difficultys with an inferiour Army, is very 
much for his Honour. But after all, I don't. 
ſce the great Uſe of this Conqueſt, or what 
the Allys are the better for it. What ſignifys 
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a little naſty Hole, or. what matter who has 
it ? F & ' " 14. $7 : 


and wou'd fain leſſen. the Actions you can't. 
deny. I remember the Day after we had the 
News of his Grace's having paſs'd the Lines; 
the Town was fill'd with a Story of a 1 8575 
Victory, that the French were entirely defea- 
ted, and Villars taken. This News every 
body was big with, and abundance of People 
retended to have it from very good Hands. 
have a ſhrewd Suſpicion, theſe good Hands, 
Mr. Examiner, were ſome Friends of yours, 
who to ſully the Glory of 'what was true, 
rais'd a Report they knew was falſe, that the 
Diſappointment in the laſt might ſink the 
Pleabire of the firſt, and damp the AﬀeRions 
af the People towards the D. of M. which 
began again to appear on this joyful Occaſion. 
To come now to your Queſtion, tho I can't 
retend to ſee all the Views our General may 
| 115 in the Conqueſts he makes, tis not dif- 
Gcult to ſhew you, that this laſt will be © 
great Advantage in ſeveral reſpe&s. Firſt, 


to give you ſome of the Particulars that at 


preſent occur to me: the bare Paſſage of the 
Schelde, tho Bouchain cou'd npt have been be- 
ſieg d, was of great Service, by opening to 
us a very plentiful Country, which had been 
eſerv'd with the greateſt Care, on purpoſe 

r their Magazines; and this ſingle Article 
is of that Conſequence, that it will make ix 
impoſſible for the French to take the Field in 
the Spring with dry Forage, and very difficult 
for them to keep any great number of Troops 
on the Frontier 1 8 the Wiater: and the 
Sn | two 


Ad. You are ſtill, 1 ſee; in your ot Spirit L 
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mpaigns, in which we have ſo 


two laft Ca , ic e 
early taken the Field, may ſhew you, how 
idvaptageous, that may de to the Allies; for 
by this 8 be enabled to be always firſt 


iu the Fiel to dra at any time, even 
during the Winter, { great a Body of Men 
together from their neighbouring Gariſons, 
as mult neceſſarily alarm the French to the laſt 
degree, and make them uneaſy even at Puri: 
feel Another good Conſequence of this 
Succeſs is, that it has deliver'd Brabant, and 
Bruſſels particularly, from the Danger they 
were threaten'd with; the Troops the French 
had detach'd that way, being, upon our paſſing 
the Senſet, immediately-recaMd. Again, this 


| Succeſs is of great uſe, as it gives a freſhRepu- 


tation to our Arms, and puts new Life into 
our Allies, who by what had happen'd you 
know where, had been made leſs zealous in the 

Froſecution af the War, and appreheoſive that 

all further Endeavours towards a good Peace 
wou'd be to little purpoſe, And as this Suc- 
ceſs Will encourage and reviye the Allies, ſo 
will it proportionably diſnearten the Common 
Euemy, wha, tis plain, began to think, as 
you did, that the Treatment the D. of M. 
had met with, wWou'd leave him neither Incli- 
nation nor Power to exert himſelf, as he had 
formerly done, and then they thought the 
Came wWas their own; and 1 doiffit not Allo 


dut hat we have done, Will Dave a ve 
' 00d. effet 18 91 5 . 


in the Empire, and Ncute tHe! 


letian-of King Charles, which the French fia we 
par ed no Endeavoars to prevent. And the 

bappy Concluſion of that Affalr win probably 
have a very good Influence On the __ 
g Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, this Conqueſt is of the greateſt Uſe, 
in that it opens the way to more, and it will, 
I doubt not, in its Conſequences, appear 10 
of more Advantage than Ae at preſent 
is aware of: And now that Monſieur Y:larg's 
Ne Plus is broke into, which is a Term made 
uſe of in his own Letter to the French King, 
'twill be paſt his Skill, to tell where the B. 
of A. will ſtop. Wan; 

Theſe, my Friend, are ſome of the abviaus 
Advantages of this Succeſs, which, give me 
leave to ſay, is intirely and fingly owing to 
the D. of A. to the D. of M. diveſted of all 
Intereſt and Authority, both at Home and in 
the Army; to the D. of A. whom ſo much Paint 
have been taken to mortify, that he might 
either in a Diſcontent throw up his Com- 
mand, or continue in it without Honour. 
This is your Craſſus, your Anthony, your Car 
tiline, whom you labour'd to make the Mark 
of publick Hatred, as if it were impoſſible 
for Liberty and Gratitude to conſiſt together; 
and Men were to be ill-us' d for no 77 


reaſon, but becauſe they cau'd got be us? 
well as they deſerve. For ſhame, my Friend 
leave off theſe Practices. | 
Exam. To tell you the truth, I begig to 
have a great Honour and Eſteem for the D. 
of A. You never cou ſuppoſe that I always 
ſpoke what 1 7 but myſt needs have 
been ſenſible, that being employ'd for a par- 
ticular End, I was to write what beſt ſerv'd 
the Purpoſes of thoſe that employ'd me; and 
it was only on this account, I treated the 
D. of . in the manner, which you and the 
reſt of his Friends were fo much offended 8 


E 2 


| (36) 
God knows, I had neither ſo much Malice, 
nor was I ſo much a Fool, as to believe the 
thouſandth part of what it was thought 
proper I ſhov'd write; and between Friends, 
was ſometimes the Publiſher only; and the 
worſt things lever ſaid of the D. of M. came 
to me from other hands, that muſt be name- 
leſs. But, I can aſſure you, neither they or 
I ſhou'd have us'd ſo great a Man in ſuch a 
manner, but that there was an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity for it, and Neceſſity knows no Laws. 
Medl. This indeed, my Friend, is a very 
honeſt Confeſſion. - 
Exam. But that I can tell you, is not all, 
there is a further Secret in the matter : this 
Sncceſs of the D. does not very well ſute the 
preſent Scheme. 
Medl. Sure that is a ſtrange Scheme, that 
d Succeſs can't agree with. \ 

Exam. Why ſo it is; but you muſt know, 
there has been for a good while ſome tam- 
ad under-hand towards a Peace; and 

ad nothing been done this Campaign, it 
wou'd have ferv'd for a good Pretence to ju- 
ſtify theſe new Meaſures. But this Conqueſt, 
I fear, will ſpoil all. | 
_ Medl. Sure their Scheme deſerves highly 
to be ſpoil'd, if nothing can fave it, but to 
have Affairs go ill. Whatever becomes of 
their Schemes, I deſire of all things taihear, 
the War is carry'd on ſuccefsfullys" Bar Prey 
what can this choice Scheme be? 

Exam. I confeſs what you ſay is very juſt, but 
what wou'd you have People do? They muſt 
have a Peace on any Terms. A good one 
France has not been of late in humour to co mply 
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with; and to take a bad one, white the War 
ode well, can't eaſily be jaſtify*d. Do you 
thiak”tis for nothing, that I have in ſo many 
of my Papers made a Jeſt of Spain, as if it 
were not worth having, and it were unreaſo- 
nable to infilt upon it? Cou'd you imagine 
this was done for any thing elſe, but to make 
People more eaſilły digeſt a Peace without it? 
. 'Medl. Tis a pretty Peace indeed; that is 
made without the Reſtitution of that, for 
which we principally went into the War 
after having had Succeſs for ſo many Years 
in it: but I think, my Friend, what you have 
advanc'd in your Papers on that Subject, has 
been ſufficiently expos'd'in a late * Pamphlet, 
which ſhews to a Demonſtration, that the 
Loſs of Spain will be the Loſs of all our Trade, 
and conſequently the Ruin of the Nation. 
Exam. | can't ſay: that Point is not ver 
well argu'd; but few will enter into thoſe 
Reaſonings that conſiſt of a great mauy Fi- 
gures. The Country-Gentlemen eſpecially 
are utter Strangers to what belongs to Trade, 
and 'tis thoſe muſt be pleas' d; and therefore 
in my opinion, the greateſt Blow to my Scheme 
is the laſt Succeſs. For as long as we have 
Succeſs, People won't part with the Views 
they have had ſo long, of a good Peace; aud 
a Peace that the Nation won't like, no body 
at this time of day will be very for ward to 
adviſe, however they themſelves are inclin'd. 
And this ĩs the true reaſon, ſame of my Friends 
are ſo much out of Humour with che D. of 
M. Every Conqueſt he makes puts their 
Scheme ſo much back, and creates new f- 
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will be deceiv'd in their 
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ficulties in their way: had he been eontent to 
do nothing, he wou'd have found them diſ- 
pos d to be on civil Terms with him; and 
thinking this Point gain'd, and that nothing 
wou'd be done, they were determin'd not to 
pom him by any further ill Uſage to exert 
imſelf. And now, my Friend, you have 
the true reaſon of my Paper being laid 
down; they thought the beſt thing they cou'd 
do was to be quiet. | 
Medl. 1 thank you very much for this new 
light you have given me, which confirms the 
Suſpicions I have had for ſome time upon 
the great Talk there has been of Peace. 
But now we begin to be better Friends, I 
will be ſo free and open-hearted to tell you my 
Opinion upon this Point. The Amſter 
Paper of the 11th of September has theſe Wordy 
in the Article from Lenden: Mr. Prior qui e- 


toit alle en France il y a environ deux mois, en re: 


vint avant-hier avelt paſſport In Exgliſb thus; 
Mr. P——#, who went to Fance about two 
Months ago, return'd the Day before yeſterday 
with 2 Paſs. And the written News from 
Paris, about the ſame time, ſays, They begin 
to be in bopes of Peace, and to think that ſome of 
the Allits are um far from making a ſtparate one. 
Now tho 1 confeſs I was a good deal furpriz'd 
to read that News from Holand, and can by no 
means approve this underhand CO 
with Fraxce, which I can hardly bring my ſel 
to believe; yet I cannot but hope the Rech 
tion of a ſepa- 
rate Peace : Becauſe lam oblig'd to think bet- 
ter of our Allies, than that any of them will 
KKK CHOIR - 7 
cle 
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Articte of the Grand Alliance: and whatever j 
may think of our Miniſters at home, I can 
have no apprehenſion of their making ſuch a 
ſtep. Nay, I will ſuppoſe the moſt unacoounta- 
ble Thing that ever enter'd into any body's 
Imagination, which is, that you your ſelf, my 
Friend, were now the chief Miniſter, who 
bave given ſuch great Proofs of your Thoaght- 
teſnefs and Intrepidity ; and yet even in that 
Caſe there are but two things I ſhov'd at 
preſent apprehend. One is, that ſome little 
audacious FeHow, who has no Intereſt in his 
own Country, and knows nothing of that or 
any other, might poſſibly be ſent on ſame dark 
Errand to Paris, in hopes to amuſe our People 
with imaginary Advantages and Conceſſions in 
the Meſt- niet: The other is, that by ſuch 
fecret working you might be able to alarm or 
to divide the Allies, and to make them think 
you were entering into private Tranſactions, 
or were ready to encourage Publick Treaties 
diſadvantageous to the Common Cauſe. But 
that any Man ho has undertaken the Miniſtry 

of Great Britain, and is conſequently to au- 

ſwer for what be is doing, ſhou'd dare to en- 

gage in a ſeparate Treaty with France, or 

make one — in that nice Affair which can- 

not bear the light, nor be laid before a Britiſb 

Parliament with any hopes of their Approba- 
Tion, is what I never can believe till 1 ſee it 
done. Nor can 1 fu that any Parliament 
will ever be choſen that will ratify an in 
- Peace, or will not cruſn the bold Man who 
- ſhall propoſe it: And therefore if ever ſuch a 
Meſſenger, as is before mention d, ſhou'd in 
Zearneff᷑ be ſent to France on ſuch a priyate Ne- 
DU gotiation, 
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gotiation, depend upon it, my Friend, no 
Parliament wou'd ſit many days without en- 
niring Teyerely into ſo, dangerous a Tran- 
ction. 941 Bognas | E 
Exam. You ſeem to think our Mx 
uber mp hazard in this Affair than 1 hope 
they int. 323} wo 24 FRAY 
Medl. But ydu wou'd be of my Mind, if 
you waou'd pleaſe to conſider the Riſe and 
Progreſs of this War. You. know very well, 
the Alis enter'd into it at firſt for the Reco- 
very of Spainto the Houſe of Auſtria; they 
had then no footing, in that Country, the 
French being poſleſs'd of all the Spaniſh Domi- 
nions in Irahy and Flanders, and their Army 
was even at the Walls of Nimeguen. Yet 
they are now not only Maſters of one great 
Province in Spain, and of all the Iſlands ex- 
cept: Sicily, their Armies having been twice 
in poſſeſſion of Madrid; but the whale Power 
of che Imperial Throne is now going to be 
veſted in the Perſon; of the King of Spain, 
whoſe Cauſe was not ſo eſſectually ſupported by 
the Emperor bis Brother, as there is reaſon 
to hope it will now be when the Power of 
doing it is in his own hands. Beſides this, 
all the Dominions in Hay are rezain'd, from 
the French, and all the Low Countries are reco- 
ver'd-from the Walls of Nimeguen to thoſe of 
Queſuey, and the Allies bardly want one Cam- 
paign more to be at Pens. A ſurer way to 
recover Spain, than being at Madrid it ſelf. 
Is this then the time to leave France in the 
peaceable. Poſſeſſion of Spain and the Vet- 
Indies, when both are at the point of being 


 .wreſled ont of their hands ? Have not the 


5 Engliſh 
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Engliſh Parliaments preſented ſeveral Addreſ- 
ſes to her Majeſty, that no Peace ſhou'd be 
made without reſtoring that entire Monarchy, 
And if Spain and the Weſt-Indies be left to the 
Duke of Anjou, is not the Ruin of the Allies 
much more immediate than it wou'd have 
been from that Treaty of Partition, for 
which ſeveral noble Lords were impeach'd, 
tho they were never conſulted in the making 
of it? And muſt the preſent War end in a 
worſe Peace for the Allies, notwithſtanding 
all their glorious Succeſſes? No, my Friend, 
this muſt never be: And 1 have one ſure 
hope left, which is this, That no Man in Eng- 
land dare ſign 4 Peace, which ſhall give up 
Spain to France. 133 e908 
Exam. begin to think there is ſome weight 
in what you ſay. 
Medal. Since then you are in ſo good Tem- 
, before I take my leave of you upon this 
Subje&, 1 cannot but meation one Particular, 
which my Correſpondent Abroad never fails 
to complain of in all his Letters, as a thing 
at which he is very much offended ; and that 
is, the falſe Impreſſion which you and your 
Brother Abel have endeavour'd to give the 
World, of the D. of A's being inclin'd to 
rotrat the War, for the ſake of his own 
Vanity, Ambition and Intereſt: when the 
contrary of that is plain, even to a Demon- 
ftration, by his having continu'd eight or 
nine Months in the Field; whereas other Gene- 
rals uſe to content themſelves with ſtaying. 
there four or five. -But, beſides this, he adds, 
that he has the Honour to know the D. of AA. 
perſonally, and is "AY, certain that go Subje& 
| the 
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the Queen has in England, deſires an End of the 
War more earneſtly and paſſionately than he 


does; that when he has been ſo great an In- 


ſtrument in giving Reſt to Europe, he may at 
laſt have the ſame himſelf. And I muſt own, 
Iam very much inclin'd to be of his opinion, 
when 1 conſider the many and great hazards to 
which he is every day expos'd of all kinds: 


1] don't mention the Particulars, becauſe they 


are ſo obvious; but how much ſoever he may 
deſire to have the War at an end, it muſt be 
a very ſevere Mortification for fo great and 
ſucceſsful a General, to ſee the Fruits of his 
Victories thrown all away at once by a ſhame- 
ful and ſcandalous Peace, after a War of nine 
years, carry'd on with continu'd Succeſſes, 
greater than have been known in Story. 
And. how grievous mult it be to him, to 
have no Footſtep remain, except the Build- 
ing at Woodſtock, of all the great Advanta- 
ges which he has obtain'd for the Queen and 
the Brit;h Nation againſt their dangerous 
Enemy; and conſequently of his own extra- 
ordinary Merit to her Majeſty and his Coun- 


Exam. Well! what you have ſaid I muſt 
own has given me a great deal of Satisfac- 
tion; but I can't anſwer how far my Friends 
will be of the ſame Opinion. 

Medl. Ay, ay; your Friends may uſe the 
D. of A. as ill as they pleaſe; but let them 
be aſſur d, in the end this will certainly turn 
upon themſelves; and the time will come, 
when it will be as ſafe to ſpeak Truth of the 
preſent M „ as it is now to bely the 
laſt: and then, my Friend, you may hear 


more 
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more from me. I ſhalldetain you no longer 
at preſent, but to tell you, I fhou'd be ex- 
tremely glad you cou'd, in return for my 
Flanders News, tell me ſomething good from 
Spain. Tis now about a Twelvemonth that 
Affairs have been in the hands of the new 
M » and you know in how particular a 
manner that Service was recommended from 
the Throne, and how great a Sum was given 
laſt Seſſions for the carrying it on according- 
ly: So that I am every day in hopes of ſome- 
thing conſiderable from that ſide. 

Exam. Well! well! 1 take the Bite, your 
humble Servant for that; ſomething good 
perhaps may come from whence 'tis leaſt ex- 
pected. Adieu. | 

Medl. Mr. Examiner, your humble Servant. 
1 am not without hopes, but between this 
and the end of the Campaign, I may have the 
pleaſure to give you Joy again of ſome more 
good News from the D. of 34. But if I- 
ſhou'd not be ſo fortunate, remember he has 
already done what you thought impoſſible; 
and let not your Friends make it a Crime in 
him that he can't do more, while, with Re- 


— and Aſtoniſhment, they ask how he has 
een able to do ſo much. 
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